The Route
This walk, in memory of the artist Charles Gough and his
dog, Foxie, starts at the Queen’s Head Inn.
Pass the village hall heading south past the historic
buildings of old Tirril: Grove Farm, The College and Tirril
Hall. Go through Tirril Farm and up an enclosed track.
To the west there are fine views of Blencathra, which
forms a majestic backdrop to the villages, and to the
south-west of Helvellyn and the Ullswater fells. To the
east lies the Eden Valley and the North Pennine range.
The most prominent fells are Cross Fell, Little Dun Fell and
Great Dun Fell with the Air Traffic Control radar on its
summit.
Pass a copse on the left, and cross a stone stile, with
Highfield plantation on the left. Cross two fields to arrive
at a farm track. The path goes right, allowed by kind
permission of Lowther Estates.
At the highest point, to the south there are great views of
Lowther Castle and Gardens.
At the next gate, proceed to the opposite corner of the
next field, keeping the fence on your left, to arrive at Lady
Beck. The path crosses a culvert and turns right following
Lady Beck downstream. After two gates, turn left up a
bank, then right. Here the path crosses the ancient way
now known as High Street Roman road. From that point
one can view the landscape as the Romans may have
viewed it.
Another two gates take us onto Celleron Lane. Go left for
50 metres, to a public footpath on the right which
descends to the main road. From here the Norman
Church at Barton can be visited. From the Church walk
back to the Gothic farm house of Kirkbarrow Hall. Follow
the main road to a bridleway on the left which takes us to
Thorpe, with its Bastle house, then down a byway to
Sockbridge, and right to Quaker Cottage, originally a
Meeting House, in whose graveyard Charles Gough is
buried. There are over sixty bodies buried in the graveyard. The large memorial in the centre is a memorial to
members of the Slee family.
Turn left to return to the Queen’s Head Inn.

Start Point
Queen’s Head Inn
NY 5027 2668
Tirril lies on the B5320 three miles south of Penrith.
There is limited parking at the start point.
The 508 bus stops at the start point.
sockbridgeandtirril.org.uk
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A 4.5 mile (7Km) circular walk
from Tirril.
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Charles Gough (1784 – April 1805), an artist of the early
English Romantic Movement, often visited this area of
the Lake District from his home in Manchester.
On 17th April 1805 he set off on foot for a fishing trip to
Grasmere with his dog Foxie. They took the short route
over Helvellyn, via Striding Edge.
On 22nd July 1805 a shepherd heard barking near Red
Tarn, where he discovered Foxie beside the body of her
master. He found the skeletal remains and some of
Gough's belongings, which included fishing tackle. His
hat had been split in two, so it was surmised that he
had fallen from Striding Edge.
His body is buried in the Quaker graveyard in Tirril.
The mystery of Gough's death and his body being
guarded by his faithful dog for three months, inspired
both poets and artists to interpret the scene.
It embodied man's bond with nature, the faithful dog
contrasting with the wildness and savagery of the
landscape.
Francis Danby and Edwin Landseer painted the scene,
and William Wordsworth and Sir Walter Scott
described it in their poems Fidelity and Helvellyn.
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