Extended trail to Kirkbarrow Hall, Barton Church and the Old Vicarage
Kirkbarrow Hall, c.1520

The Gothic house on the main road, now a dairy
farm, once belonged to Leonard Dacre, described by
Queen Elizabeth as a ‘very cankred subtill traitor’
for his role in the Rising of the North (1569), and
then passed by marriage to Philip Howard, Earl of
Arundel (who married Ann Dacre). He was sent to
the Tower for treason. Kirkbarrow was bought in 1583 by Cuthbert Sisson,
whose descendants occupied it for seven generations.
Over the porch an eroded statue of Mary has been replaced by a skilful replica,
and an elaborate coat of arms includes a caduceus, emblem of medicine. The
arms are those of John Cowper of Carlton Hall (and Harley Street) who bought
Kirkbarrow in 1828.

Sockbridge Mill (20)
Converted 18th century watermill.

Thorpe

Sockbridge and Tirril Parish comprises Broad Ing, Celleron, Highfield, Margate
Cross, Sockbridge, Thorpe and Tirril.
The Parish has history associated with the Wordsworth family, with John Slee,
a renowned Quaker mathematician, and with Thomas Wilkinson of Yanwath, a
Quaker poet, landscape gardener, and anti-slavery campaigner.
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Sockbridge Mill

The old Vicarage, Glebe Farm.

Built in 1637 by Lancelot Dawes, who placed over its door
the inscription ‘Non mihi sed successoribus’ (‘Not for myself
but my successors’). A ‘Glebe’ denotes an area of agricultural
land assigned to the support of a priest, which may have
been farmed by the Incumbent, or rented to a farmer to increase the vicar’s stipend. Barton’s ‘glebe lands’ run down to the river Eamont.
In Barton, the vicarage was usually let, along with the land. In 1726 it was let to
‘a yeoman of Thorpe’, with some rooms reserved for the Reverend Stainton’s
use, and there are burial inscriptions of 1788 and 1840 for Roger Bewsher and
John Wright of ‘Barton Vicarage’ – neither of whom was a vicar.
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Sockbridge and Tirril
Heritage Trail
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As you stand in Barton Church, facing the altar and
the double rounded arch supporting the tower,
you are in a Norman nave, built c.1150, by the
de Lancastre family of the Barony of Kendal.
Building began under King Henry II, who was crowned in 1154, or during the
civil war between King Stephen and Matilda, that preceded his coronation.
On your right the south aisle, with octagonal pillars, was built in about 1250
and leads to the south chapel, added in 1300 as a chantry (for the singing of
mass). On the left is the north aisle, with quatrefoil pillars, built c. 1280, in the
reign of King Edward I, ‘hammer of the Scots’.
The original chancel was shorter and lower. In about 1330, monks from the
Priory of Warter rebuilt and enlarged it, giving it higher windows, including the
stonework of the East window, and a less steeply pitched roof. At the same
time, it is believed, the original narrow arch under the tower, just seven feet
wide, was widened to give better access between nave and chancel.
So the unique structure of the church as you see it, with its double rounded
arch supporting the mass of the tower, and with a view of the extended
chancel, was fixed by 1330 – except that in that time the roof was thatched
and the walls almost certainly plastered and probably decorated.
Few churches have changed so little over such a long period.

23

Tirril

Barton Church
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The 1719 Inn boasts an almost unbroken record of serving beer to the public.
The original stone floors and beams, plus two log fires add to the atmosphere
along with the Wordsworth Deed.

Kirkbarrow Hall

Tirril was home to two Quaker mathematicians, John Slee (1754-1828) and his
son Thomas Slee (1790-1849) who tutored pupils at The College preparing
them for university entrance. Both are buried in the graveyard.

Barton

The Quaker Meeting House (now Quaker Cottage) was built in 1731 by Thomas
Wilkinson, grandfather of the poet . Its burial ground contains the remains of
some sixty people. These include Charles Gough, a young artist who perished
on Helvellyn in 1805. His body lay undiscovered for many months, attended
only by his faithful dog. The incident was treated by famous artists and poets
including Sir Edwin Landseer, Francis Danby, Wordsworth and Sir Walter Scott.
Tirril Brewery’s ‘Old Faithful’ is named after the dog.

Barton Church Farm

Beyond the Old Vicarage is the late 15th to 16th century Barton Kirke (or Barton Church Farm) home of the Reverends Hudson and Dawes. Over the porch
is the motto ‘Non est haec requies’, or ‘Here is not our Rest’. It was acquired by
the Dawes family from the Hudsons, extended by Lancelot Dawes in 1628, and
sold to Dalemain in 1712. It once had an elegant first floor ‘withdrawing room’
with much the finest Elizabethan ceiling in the district.

Extended Heritage Trail
Artwork by J H Innerdale

The Wordsworth family are associated with both Sockbridge and Tirril.
Wordsworth’s grandfather (1690-1760) came from Yorkshire to take up the
post of 'Clerk of the Peace' and managing agent for Lowther Estates. He lived at
Sockbridge House (now Wordsworth House). William Wordsworth’s brother,
Richard, once owned the Queen’s Head Inn. After his death, his young son,
John, inherited the Inn, and his uncles William Wordsworth and Christopher
Wordsworth held it in trust until John came of age. It was sold in 1836 to pay
for John’s education. The indenture still hangs on the pub wall.

Narrative by R Gravil

Why not learn more about the history of the Villages by following this trail?
Design by T W Phillips

Sockbridge and Tirril

The Queen’s Head Inn (1), dates from 1719. In the early 1800s it belonged to the Wordsworth
family. The buildings immediately on the left, as you stand at the pub door facing the road,
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comprise Yew Tree House, built in 1712, Rose Cottage and Burnrill.
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Beyond the bus shelter is the Old Smithy (2) in front of which is a

Next is the Old Post Office (3), built in 1756 and visited by Richard Wordsworth

The present structure dates from the 1500s. In 1638 the estate passed by marriage to the

A large quantity of Westmorland slate was ordered for this work and the excess was used to re-roof Barton Church.

ll
Mi
ge

with new iron tyres.

a Pele tower. It is private property and should not be entered by sightseers without permission.

Lowthers. In 1699 Sir John Lowther added the great 40-yard long barn (13) and new stables.
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“hooping stone” used to secure cart wheels when they were being fitted

For many centuries Sockbridge Hall (12), was the seat of the Lancaster family and was graced with

The Pele tower was demolished in 1820. Opposite the farm entrance is a small field crossed by a slight mound
that probably marks the course of the Roman High Street. Wordsworth House (15), (formerly

in his old age (he died in 1760).

Sockbridge House), was built in 1699 but incorporated a

Opposite is Tirrril Green (4), in the middle of which is the base of
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Old Forge House (14),

a stone cross. An oil lamp standard stood here until the

c 1741.

“blackout” of the Second World War.
The Old Malthouse (5), used to be the Malt House of the original Tirril brewery.

building of 1601. The first owners,
Reginald and Elizabeth Dobson,
have their initials (RED) carved over the
door. Their granddaughter married

Cuthbert Collingwood, father of the admiral
The Village Hall (6), opened in 1914, was a popular

who was Nelson’s second in command at Trafalgar.

reading room and social centre; a 1914-1918 war memorial

Mrs Collingwood sold the house to Richard Wordsworth,

Sockbridge Hall Long Barn

plaque is mounted on an inside wall.

Viscount Lowther’s agent. Richard was William

Lime Grove (7), dates from 1765 and was

Wordsworth’s grandfather. In the Jacobite Rebellion

built on local limestone quoins, for a

Wordsworth House

of 1745 he fled to Patterdale with the “county

Quaker carpenter, John Rittson and his

treasure” to save it from the rebels while

wife. The motto above the door reads

Queen’s Head Inn

“To know thyself is a proof of wisdom.”

Mrs Wordsworth entertained Jacobite

Wesleyan Chapel

officers at their home.

Grove Farm House (8), is believed to

The Stone House (16), a cottage and barn

be Tirril’s oldest house.

next door to Wordsworth House, was a sausage

The College and the Old College (9), originally one

factory in the 20th century.

house, was home to John Slee (1754-1828), a Quaker

The hamlet of Thorpe (17), has a

of Mungrisdale. He was a celebrated mathematician who

Danish name and comprises

tutored Cambridge undergraduates

Thorpe House with its farm and

Lime Grove

during their vacations. His son,

cottages. Nicholson’s Barn was

Thomas (1790-1849), continued

built in 1827 but Thorpe End

the school where in 1840 a

Cottage was a “bastle house,”

Village Hall

despairing pupil carved upon a
bedroom door, “On to Eternity”.

Thorpe

Willow & Thwaite Cottage

a modestly fortified abode

Tirril Hall

that could be defended against minor attacks.
Quaker Cottage (18), originally a Quaker

Heritage Trail Route

Tirril Hall (10), built before the Civil War, has some old features
within its fabric, notably a Jacobean wood-mullioned window in what was once the rear wall. A skull and crossbones inside a cupboard door recall Dr Charles
Slee (1805-1849), John Slee’s son, who
was charged in 1830 with stealing a
young woman’s body from Barton
Churchyard. This is what led to the house being
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Quaker Cottage
(Meeting House)

ge

meeting house, was built in 1731 by Thomas Wilkinson, grandfather of the
Yanwath poet, but closed in 1861. The memorial in the centre of the grass
plot was placed in about 1850 by Caroline Sophia Slee to commemorate
her father Thomas Slee (1790-1849) of the College, her mother, three aunts

Extension to Walk Route

and three brothers. She died in Tirril in 1918. Some sixty people are buried here,

Heritage Trail

regarded as haunted.

Sponsored by

The Wesleyan Chapel (11), dates from 1879.

The Queen’s Head Inn, Tirril
Sockbridge &Tirril Parish Council

Supported by Eden Tourism

including the artist, Charles Gough, who perished on Helvellyn in 1805. For many
months his body lay undiscovered, attended only by his faithful dog. Many major artists and poets
including Sir Edwin Landseer and Sir Walter Scott commemorated this event.
Willow Cottage and Thwaite Cottage (19), formerly Flora and Pear Tree cottages, were built either
side of 1700 (1680 to 1720) and belonged to the Quakers.

